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New Delhi, Aug 14:  
The Union 

government on 
Wednesday said that it 
has decided to remove 
airfare caps imposed 
on airlines with effect 
from August 31, 2022 
providing domestic 
carriers full freedom in 
fixing ticket prices.   

 “After review of 
the current status of 
scheduled domestic 
operations viz-a-viz 
passenger demand for 
air travel in terms of 
purpose specified in the 
initial order No. 02/2020 
dated 21.05.2020, it 
has been decided to 
remove the fare bands 
notified from time to 
time regarding the 
airfares with effect 
from 31.08.2022,” Civil 
Aviation Ministry said in 
its order on Wednesday.   

Aviation Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia 
said that the decision 
to remove air fare caps 
has been taken after 
careful analysis of daily 
demand and prices of 

Govt removes 
airfare caps imposed 

on airlines

air turbine fuel.   
 “Stabilisation has 

set in & we are certain 
that the sector is poised 
for growth in domestic 
traffic in the near 
future,” Scindia tweeted.   

As an extraordinary 
measure during the 
Covid pandemic, the 
government had in 2020 
notified fare bands for 
economy tickets on 
domestic routes.   

The move was aimed 
at ensuring airlines do 
not charge excessive 
fare on one hand and 
also to ensure that the 
journey is performed 
only for essential 
purposes. While lower 
price band protected 
financially weak 
airlines, the upper 
price band of tickets 
shielded passengers 
from excessively high 

fares by air-carriers In 

its order, the Aviation 

Ministry has however 

directed the airlines 

to ensure that the 

guidelines to contain 

the spread of Covid 

are strictly adhered to 

and Covid appropriate 

behaviour is enforced 

during travel.   

New Zealand, Aug 14:
As a whopping record 

a New Zealand teenager 
earned a Guinness World 
Record when he used 
Lego pieces to build a 
toy train with 101 cars.
Alexander Blong, 14, 

of Auckland, said he 
was inspired by his 
boredom during CO-
VID-19 lockdowns and 
the series Snow piercer 
to attempt to build a 
Lego train with 101 
cars.
“I was bored, as most 

people were, and watch-
ing Netflix. There was 
this show I really liked 
called Snow piercer, 
which was about this re-
ally long train that goes 
around the globe,” Blong 

Lego train with 101 
cars breaks record

Fun Facts!

told The Guardian.
Blong said it took him 

about 50 hours to build 
the 82-foot-long train. 
His creation earned the 

Guinness World Record 
for most carriages in a 
toy train, beating the 
previous record by 32 
carriages.

“This is truly incred-
ible and inspires me to 
dream and create bigger 
projects,” he told Guin-
ness World Records.

Chennai, Aug 14:  
With senior actors eagerly joining 

social media platform in recent 
times, it is now actor actor 
Vikram’s turn has he has joined 
the more serious and controversial 
microblogging site Twitter. The 
move comes ahead of two the 
release of his two big films Cobra 
and Ponniyin Selvan.  
The actor announced his arrival 

with a video for fans in which he 
shared a small update his upcoming 
film ‘Chiyaan 61’ and what made 
him join Twitter after so many 
years. He also shared his love to 
all the fans.  
Earlier, Chiyaan Vikram joined 

instagram in 2016. The actor was 
very active on it for few years 
making videos and sharing fun 
moments from the sets.  
In Cobra, Vikram is playing a 

mathematician with many getups. 

The film is directed by Ajay 
Gnanamuthu and will be releaseing 
on August 31st. His next biggie 
is Mani Ratnam’s epic ‘Ponniyin 
Selvan’ and the versatile actor is 
playin the role of Aditya Karikalan. 
The film is releasing on September 
30th.  
Vikram is also doing a film 

with Pa Ranjith went on floors on 
July 16th with a formal pooja in 
Chennai, and the film is tentatively 
titled ‘Chiyaan 61’. The story of 
the film is about some incidents 
that happened in KGF in the 19th 
century, and it will be a raw film 
that is set in the pre-independence 
period.  

Actor Vikram debuts on Twitter

Los Angeles, Aug 14:  
US actress Anne Heche has 

been announced “legally dead”, 
however, she will continue to re-
main on life support to allow pos-
sible organ donation, her represen-
tative told media.   

The 53-year-old cult-horror 
“Psycho” remake actor was in 
coma for a week after crashing 
her car into a house here.   

 “Today we lost a bright light, 
a kind and most joyful soul,” her 
family said in a statement on Fri-
day.   

Heche appeared in films includ-
ing “Volcano”, “Donnie Brasco” 
and the 1998 remake of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s cult-thriller.   

Mother-of-two, Heche also ap-
peared on “Dancing with the 
Stars” in 2020.   

According to the Los Angeles 
Fire Department (LAFD), Heche’s 
vehicle “erupted in heavy fire”, 
which took 59 firefighters more 
than an hour to fully extinguish. 
The two-storey home which she 
crashed into was left “uninhabit-
able”.   

Apart from suffering burns, the 

actress was left with “a severe 
anoxic brain injury” - deprived 
of oxygen - the BBC quoted her 
family as saying.   

A representative said the late 
actress is “legally dead,” but added 
that her life-support treatment will 
continue temporarily to check if 
she may be a match for a poten-
tial organ donation.   

 “Anne will be deeply missed 
but she lives on through her 
beautiful sons, her iconic body of 
work, and her passionate advo-
cacy”, her family’s statement said.   

In interviews promoting the 
book, she said the abuse caused 
her to be “insane” for the first 
31 years of her life and that she 
had created a fantasy world called 
the “Fourth Dimension” to make 
herself feel safe.  

‘Psycho’ actress Anne Heche legally dead

Mumbai, Aug 14:  
Mumbai Police on Friday issued 

summons to actor Ranveer Singh 
on the charges of obscenity after 
his nude photographs appeared on 
social media.   

Ranveer Singh has been asked 
to appear before the Chembur 
police to record his statement on 
August 22.   

 According to Mumbai Police 
sources, a team of Mumbai Police 
visited his residence to serve him 
a notice, but police learnt that he 
was not present at his residence, 
in fact, he is out of town, after 
which police tried to contact him 
to serve notice.  

The Mumbai Police had July 
26 registered an FIR against Singh 
over his nude pictures on social 
media. A Mumbai-based Non-
Governmental Organisation (NGO) 
had approached the Chembur 
police here with a complaint 

against the actor.  
Based on it, the police 

registered the FIR against Singh 
under various Indian Penal Code 
Sections like 292 (sale of obscene 
books, etc), 293 (sale of obscene 
objects to young people), 509 
(word, gesture or act intended to 
insult the modesty of a woman) 
and provisions of the Information 
Technology Act, an official from 
the Chembur police station said.  

An office-bearer of the NGO 
had alleged that the actor hurt the 
sentiments of women in general 
and insulted their modesty through 
his photographs, police earlier 
said.  

Ranveer Singh summoned by Mumbai Police

Seoul, Aug 14:  
The K-pop industry 

is bracing for a heated 
chart race as some of 
the top girl groups are 
gearing up to throw 
their hats in the ring 
with new albums in 
August.   

BLACKPINK, the 
most-followed musical 
act on YouTube, will 
return with a new single 
titled “Pink Venom” 
next Friday at 1 p.m., 
making it the band’s 
first group project 
with all four members 
after one year and 10 
months.   

The song will be 
included in “Born Pink,” 
the band’s second LP 
set to come out on 
September 16.   

After the new release, 
BLACKPINK will 
begin a mega world 
tour in October. The 

“Born Pink” world tour 
will kick off in Seoul 
from October 15-16 
and continue in North 
America, Europe, Asia 
and Oceania until June 
next year, the Yonhap 

news agency reported.   
BLACKPINK was 

recently busy shooting 
the music video for 
the prerelease song, 
for which “the highest 
production cost ever 
was spent” according 

to its agency, YG 
Entertainment.   

TWICE will return on 
August 26 with its 11th 
EP “Between 1&2.” 
Not much is known 
about the forthcoming 
album. The last album 
participated by all 
of the group’s nine 
members was “Formula 
of Love: O+T=< 3,” 
its third full-length 
album that debuted at 
No. 3 on the Billboard 
200 main albums chart 
following its release in 
November.   

The new release 
comes after all 
bandmates recently 
renewed their contracts 
with JYP Entertainment, 
breaking the so-called 
seven-year curse, a 
crisis experienced by 
many K-pop idol groups 
around the seventh year 
of their debut.   

Top girl groups to heat up K-pop chart race

Chennai, Aug 14:  
Actor Dhanush’s 

upcoming film 
‘Thiruchitrambalam’ with 
director Mithran Jawahar 
has received a U/A 
certificate. The movie is 
gearing up for release 
on 18 August 2022. The 
film has three heroines, 
namely, Raashi Khanna, 
Priya Bhavani Shankar 
and Nithya Menen.  
Dhanush’s 

‘Thiruchitrambalam’ 
is produced by Sun 
Pictures, and Anirudh 
Ravichander has 
composed music for the 
film. The DnA duo has 
reunited after 5 years, 
and fans are expecting 
chartbuster music from 
them. This is the 
fourth time Dhanush is 
teaming up with Mithran 

‘Thiruchitrambalam’ gets U/A certificate

Jawahar. The duo has 
already worked in films 
like ‘Kutty’, ‘Yaaradi 
Nee Mohini’ and 
‘Uthamaputhiren’.  
The over two 

minute trailer which 
was released recently 

gives a glimpse of 
Dhanush’s character 
‘Thiruchitrambalam’, 
who is a deliver 
executive and is called 
‘Pazham’ in short. 
Apparently, both he and 
his grandfather played 

by Bhrathiraja share 

the same name and his 

father played by Prakash 

Raj is a police officer. 

Nithya Menen plays 

his best friend from 

childhood.  


